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The African Union designated 11th July as the African 
Anti-corruption Day, in recognition of the vast 
progress that has been made and cognizant of the 
need to continually reflect on approaches to end 
corruption.

This year, Uganda joins the rest of the African Union 
members to commemorate the Day under the theme 
“Regional Economic Communities: Critical Actors in 
the Implementation of the African Union Convention 
on Preventing and Combating Corruption.”

As Uganda joins other African Countries to 
commemorate the Day, it is important to reflect on 
the importance of synergies and stronger 
collaboration between the African Union, the 
Regional Economic Communities and States Parties 
as well as key stakeholders on the anti-corruption 
landscape including civil society, media and 
international organizations. 

While the Inspectorate of Government (IG) is the 
lead anti-corruption agency in Uganda, it promotes 
national, regional, continental and international 
collaborations in the fight against corruption as 
highlighted below:

NATIONAL INTERVENTIONS/ 
COLLABORATIONS: 
1. Fourth National Integrity Survey (NIS IV)
 Uganda through the IG and Uganda Bureau of 

Statistics (UBOS) conducted the fourth National 
Integrity Survey, which provided information on, 
the level, causes and effects corruption in Uganda. 
This information will inform strategies to reduce 
incidences of corruption in the country.

Launch of the Fourth National Integrity 
Survey Report 2019

2. Declaration of assets:
 Declaration of wealth is an effective strategy in 

the prevention of corruption and promotion of 
ethical conduct among public officers. Uganda has 
made significant efforts in ensuring the 
effectiveness of declaration of wealth through the 
establishment of the Leadership Code Tribunal and 
amendment of the Leadership Code Act to ensure 
all public officers declare their income, assets and 
liabilities to the Inspector General of Government 
(IGG). These efforts aim at combating corruption in 
Uganda.

Former Speaker of Parliament Rt. Hon. Rebecca Kadaga 
(centre) declaring her wealth using the 

IG Online Declaration System

3. Asset recovery
 The IG through the Asset Recovery Unit enforces 

recovery of property in conviction based matters, 
recovery of property in taxed matters, recovery of 
property from IG orders and voluntary refunds by 
suspects and persons of interest. Currently, the IG 
has a total value of seized assets worth 
approximately 3 Million US dollars. Asset recovery 
has been made easier through intelligence sharing 
between the IG and other ACAs.

4. The Inter-Agency Forum
 Uganda through the Directorate for Ethics and 

Integrity (DEI) established an Inter-Agency Forum
(IAF) for better coordination of all Anti-Corruption 
Agencies (ACAs) in the country. In executing their 
mandates, the member institutions work in 
collaboration with each other to implement 
complementary accountability programmes and 
anti-corruption actions to improve service delivery 
and achieve national development goals.

 The strategic partnerships under the IAF have 
promoted efficiency and created synergies to 
share information, as well as avoid overlaps and 
duplication of work by ACAs in the execution of 
their mandates. These have also ensured efficient 
and effective utilisation of public resources, 
promoted equity, transparency, accountability and 
ensured value for money. 

5. Collaboration between  IG, OAG and PPDA
 In 2017, the IG, Office of the Auditor General 

(OAG) and Public Procurement and Disposal of 
Public Assets Authority (PPDA) signed a 
memorandum of understanding to formalize and 
amalgamate their collaboration to maximize their 
technical competence and influence in the fight 
against corruption, which is “a syndicated response 
to syndicated corruption”. Resulting from this 
collaboration, is a better leverage of the strengths 
among the OAG, IG and PPDA in terms of tools, 
personnel and mandates of the institutions, joint/
collaborative investigations and joint campaigns to 
raise public awareness. This collaboration is 
supported by the German government through 
GIZ.

Launch of a handbook highlighting success stories of 
collaboration among ACAs

6. Synergies between State and Non-State Actors
 Beyond the IAF and Accountability Sector 

arrangements, the IG has created synergies with 
Civil Society Organisations, Religious and Faith 
Organizations, private sector and the media, which 
also play significant roles in the fight against 
corruption and maladministration.

i) Religious and Faith Organizations: The 
synergies resulted in the IG, DEI, Inter-Religious 
Council of Uganda (IRCU) and Global Leadership 
Summit (GLS), signing a joint communique in 
which they committed to partner in the 
promotion of integrity, transparency and 
accountability for sustainable development in 
Uganda.

 In addition, IRCU issued a pastoral letter calling 
upon the religious leaders in their hierarchies 
and all their followers to actively participate in 
the anti-corruption campaign, shun corruption 
and embrace integrity and transparency.

Religious leaders join ACAs in the fight against corruption

ii) Civil Society Organisations: The IG in 
partnership with OAG, PPDA, Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP), Justice 
Law and Order Sector (JLOS) and DEI hold 
annual joint anti-corruption campaigns with 
Civil Society Organisations, which among others 
include Transparency International (Uganda 
Chapter), Anti-Corruption Coalition of Uganda, 
and Uganda Debt Network. These play a 
sensitization and advocacy role in the fight 
against corruption and maladministration in the 
country.

Civil Society is a key partner in the fight against 
corruption and maladministration

iii) The Media:  Anti-Corruption Agencies have 
held several constructive engagements with the 
Media fraternity to strengthen the role of the 
Media in fighting corruption through public 
awareness campaigns, demanding accountability 
and exposing suspected corruption through 
investigative journalism. 

Sharing ideas with journalists on how to unearth 
corruption scandals through investigative journalism

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
COLLABORATIONS:
i) The Inspectorate of Government collaborates with 

other institutions to share experiences and 
knowledge in order to step up the fight against 
corruption at the regional and International levels.  
The IG is a member of Eastern Africa Association 
of Anti-Corruption Authorities (EAAACA), 
International Association of Anti-Corruption 
Authorities (IAACA), African Ombudsman and 
Mediators Association (AOMA) and International 

Ombudsman Institute (IOI).  Under the auspices of 
these collaborations, the IG is part of the bigger 
membership that is preparing to set up the African 
Anti-corruption Authorities Association (AAAA).

Representatives from regional ACAs after a training exercise

ii) The Inspectorate of Government is the designated 
central authority for Uganda for purposes of 
Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA) for the 
implementation of the United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption (UNCAC). This means that any 
foreign authority that needs legal assistance on 
matters related to corruption, needs to get in 
touch with IG to get such within Uganda. In a 
similar spirit, the IG can now seek any legal 
assistance on cases of corruption from other 
Central Authorities. 

iii) Uganda is a member of the Asset Recovery Inter-
Agency Network for Eastern Africa (ARIN-EA). The 
Network enables members to share information 
leading to the recovery of the proceeds of crime, 
thus increasing the possibility of stopping criminals 
from enjoying the illegally acquired wealth. 

ACHIEVEMENTS
The IG has benefitted immensely from Regional and 
International collaborations. Some of the benefits 
include the following: 

i) Training
 Several IG staff have been trained free of charge 

by some of our international partners to mention 
the International Anti-Corruption Academy in 
Vienna, the Administrative Control Authority of 
Egypt, Ethics and Anti- Corruption Commission of 
Kenya among others. Such trainings help our staff 
to learn new trends in the fight against corruption, 
which they then use in their day-to-day work.

ii) Benchmarking
 The IG does a lot of benchmarking with its 

international partners to share knowledge and 
experiences in the fight against corruption and 
maladministration. Through such benchmarking, 
many improvements have been made in the way 
the IG executes it wide mandate. Similarly, partners 
who have benchmarked with the IG speak fondly 
about how this experience helped to transform 
their operations back home.

CHALLENGES
Where there are collaborations, there are also a few 
challenges. Some of the challenges include high 
subscription fees to international anti-corruption 
bodies, language barrier as some partners use 
different international languages necessitating use of 
interpreters and high travel costs among others.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i) Exorbitant subscriptions to international anti-

corruption bodies should be lowered for Least 
Developed Countries. Members should also pay 
their subscriptions in time.

ii) Use of online Zoom meetings and trainings where 
necessary to cut travel costs and logistics.
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