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The Minister of Ethics and Integrity, 

My Lords the Justices and Judges of the Courts of Judicature, 

The Members of the Diplomatic Corp, 

The Chairperson of the Leadership Code Tribunal and members of the 

tribunal, 

The deputy Inspector General of Government, 

The Permanent Secretaries present, 

Directors and Commissioners, 

Your Worships, Registrars and Magistrates, 

Members of the press, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Am pleased to be here with you this morning, to officiate at the launch 

of the Inspectorate of Government online Declaration System. 

Online filing of information is becoming increasingly popular because 

of the wide array of benefits it offers. It is convenient, flexible and saves 

time and money .Electronic and remote systems as the online 

declaration of income, assets and liabilities have become 

prominently practical especially during the COVID-19 pandemic 

period where conventional Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)do 

not favour mass human congregations 

THE LEGAL REGIME 

The Inspectorate of Government is legally mandated to enforce the 

Leadership Code of Conduct. 

 This legal instruction is derived from Articles 225(1) (d) and 234 of the 

Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, 1995; Section 3 of the 

Leadership Code Act, 2002 and Section 8(1) (d) of the Inspectorate 

of Government Act, 2002. 

Section 4 of the Leadership Code Act requires specified officers to 

submit to the Inspectorate of Government formal declarations of their 

income, assets and liabilities within three (3) months upon assumption 

of a leadership position. 

Thereafter, the leaders are obliged to make similar declarations after 

every two (2) years in the month of March of any particular year. 

In the fight against corruption and in a bid to enhance good 

Governance and accountability, Uganda ratified The United Nations 

Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) on the 9th September, 2004. 

The Electronic Transactions Act, 2011 and The Electronic signatures 

Act, 2011 facilitate and recognise electronic signatures, records and 

transactions. 



 4 

It is clear therefore that the Digital legal framework in Uganda is 

favourable for online declaration of income, assets and liabilities 

which is one among numerous e-filing activities. 

IMPORTANCE/RELEVANCE OF DECLARATION OF INCOME, ASSETS AND 

LIBILITIES. 

In most countries today, public officials are required to declare their 

incomes, assets and liabilities and also those of their spouses and 

children as a requirement of the law. 

Public disclosure of assets belonging to and owned by public and 

elected officials increases transparency in the management of public 

affairs. 

The disclosure of assets and liabilities will increases public confidence 

in Government both domestically and internationally; promote the 

integrity of its officials and promote good governance. 

Declaration of assets, income and liabilities by public officers can also 

be used as a tool to prevent corruption and corrupt tendencies. 

Corruption is pervasive and costly. It increases inequalities. It is a 

setback for development and a barrier to economic growth. 

Periodic declaration of income, assets and liabilities keeps public 

officials in check of their day today undertakings. Illicit enrichment is 

curtailed because wealth accumulation is monitored. 

Assets accumulated over and above a public officers known income 

would be questionable. 

Studies show that assets declaration will help to ensure that leaders do 

not abuse their official positions for personal gain. 

For the year 2020 alone, a total of one hundred and twenty seven 

(127) corruption related cases were disposed of at the Anti-Corruption 

Division of the High Court. Sixty (60) of these cases resulted into 

convictions representing 47% conviction rate. 
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During the year 2019, the Court of Appeal held a session in which 

twenty three (23) corruption related cases were heard and 

determined. In twenty one (21) out of the twenty three (23) Appeals 

the decisions and sentences were confirmed by the Court of Appeal. 

This represents a 91% confirmation rate of the High Court Judgments 

and sentences. 

These statistics are an indicator that corruption is not only perceived. 

It is ample testimony that corruption can also be real. 

The Judiciary and the Courts undertake to continue to hear all 

corruption related and indeed all other matters brought before us in 

an independent, impartial, accountable, effective and efficient 

manner. 

 Am mindful of the fact that between 2002 and 2015, declarations of 

income, assets and liabilities to the Inspector General of Government 

were done manually. The manual method of declaration is expensive 

in terms of time, cost and human resources involved. 

I congratulate the Inspectorate of Government for this innovation. It is 

convenient for both the Inspectorate of Government personnel and 

declarants that have been saved the enormous cost of travelling long 

distances to effect the necessary declarations. 

While the digital declaration of Income, Assets and Liabilities may 

present its own challenges, it is cost effective and will increase 

compliance with the Leadership Code Act. 

CONCLUSION 

With those remarks, I once again thank the Inspectorate of 

Government leadership for inviting me to officiate at this launch of the 

online declaration system. 

I implore all officials in the specified categories of public officials to do 

what the law commands them to do i.e. to declare their incomes, 

assets and liabilities within the time prescribed by law. 
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It is therefore my singular honour and privilege to launch the 

Inspectorate of Government on line declaration of Income, Assets 

and Liabilities, 2021. 

 

 

RICHARD BUTEERA 

DEPUTY CHIEF JUSTICE 

 

 

 


