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“Escalating the war on corruption in Africa – focus on COVID-19 Funds”
In the Education Sector alone, the total
cost of corruption was estimated at UGX
1,963.5 Billion, while an estimated UGX
672.7Billion was the total cost of corruption
in the Health Sector.
This implies that existing Anti-Corruption
safeguards are not effectively preventing
or combating corruption.

African Anti-Corruption
Day 2022

H.E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
President of the Republic of Uganda

Beti Kamya Turwomwe
Inspector General of Government

Mrs. Anne Twinomugisha
Muhairwe
Deputy Inspector General of
Government

T

he African Union (AU) adopted the African Union Convention
on Preventing and Combatting Corruption (AUCPCC) in
Maputo, Mozambique on 11th July, 2003. The Convention came
into force on 5th August, 2006. To date, the convention has
been ratiﬁed by 47 Member States of the African Union. Conforming
to the AUCPCC, the African Union designated 11th July as the African
Anti-Corruption Day in recognition of the vast progress that has been
made and cognizant of the need to continually reﬂect on approaches
to end corruption.
Uganda signed and ratiﬁed the AUCPCC and has since joined the rest
of Africa to commemorate the day every 11th of July.

Situational Analysis
According to Transparency International’s 2021 Corruption Perceptions
Index (CPI), Africa is the most corrupt region of the world. The CPI
ranks 180 countries and territories around the world by their perceived
levels of public sector corruption. It relies on 13 independent data
sources and uses a scale of zero to 100, where zero is highly corrupt
and 100 is very clean. Sub Saharan Africa, the lowest scoring region
got an average score of 33/100, while Western Europe and European
Union, the highest scoring region scored an average of 66/100.
Transparency International says that the gains made by top scorers
are overshadowed by the region’s poor performance overall – 44
out of 49 countries still score below 50. Uganda in particular scored
27/100 and was ranked 144/180 countries. This reinforces the urgent
need for African governments to implement existing anticorruption
commitments if they are to alleviate the devastating effect of
corruption on millions of citizens living in extreme poverty.
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Hon. Jean-Louis Andriamiﬁdy, the Chairperson of the African Union
Advisory Board on Corruption, said during the 5th Annual AntiCorruption Dialogue 2021 held in November 2021, that the AU’s Agenda
2063 which expresses the aspiration of an integrated, prosperous
and peaceful Africa requires coordinated and joint efforts to ﬁght
the scourge of corruption which destroys state economies and is a
hindrance to sustainable development and to the realisation of values
of freedom, equality, justice and dignity. He further noted that laws,
regulations, and standards addressing corruption at the regional and
national levels were still not properly aligned and their harmonization
was critical as the ﬁght against corruption will only be won if effective
coordination across borders, such as within Regional Economic
Communities, is prioritised.
In Uganda, the Government has placed considerable emphasis on
the development and reform of the legal, institutional and regulatory
environment to improve the quality of accountability and combating
corruption in Uganda.
These developments have registered considerable improvement in
the quality and management of accountability. However, it is evident
that signiﬁcant weaknesses remain in the accountability cycle.
The third National Development Plan (NDP III) recognizes that
corruption is one of the key obstacles to Uganda’s development, that
poor accountability systems and high corruption levels account for
the weak performance in public-sector institutions and unsatisfactory
work ethic in the public sector, which does not adequately respond
to the needs of citizens and the private sector. Equally, corruption has
increased the cost of doing business for both the public and private
sector, which affects investment.
Objective 5 under the Governance and Security Programme of NDP
III is to strengthen transparency and accountability. The interventions
under this objective include: Enhancing the Public Demand for
Accountability; Strengthening the prevention, detection and
elimination of corruption; Strengthening and enforcing Compliance
to accountability rules and regulations; and Mainstreaming AntiCorruption initiatives (Transparency, Accountability and AntiCorruption - TAAC) in all Plans, Projects/Programmes for Ministries,
Departments and Agencies.

In the same vein, according to the High Level Panel on Illicit Financial
Flows from Africa report, published on 8th July 2021, Africa is
estimated to have lost in excess of USD1 trillion in Illicit Financial Flows
(IFFs) in the last 50 years. This sum is roughly equivalent to all the
ofﬁcial development assistance received by Africa during the same
timeframe. Africa is thus estimated to be losing more than USD 50
billion annually through illicit ﬁnancial outﬂows.

A study commissioned by the Inspectorate of Government in 2021
found that the estimated total cost of corruption in Uganda is UGX
9.144 trillion per year, which is equivalent to 44% of total government
revenue in 2019. In other words, Corruption cost each Ugandan in 2019
at least UGX 200,000.
Costs were grouped in three categories as follows:




Costs directly incurred by the Public Budget estimated at UGX
4.4 Trillion.
Costs directly incurred by Citizens estimated at UGX 4.3 Trillion.
Costs incurred by the Society estimated at UGX 348 Billion.

Given the above background, the
Inspectorate of Government is leading
Ugandan Citizens and representatives from
sister African countries to commemorate
the African Anti-Corruption Day today
11th July, 2022. This year marks the sixth
edition of the African Anti-Corruption Day
which is being commemorated under
the theme: “Strategies and Mechanisms
for the Transparent Management of the
COVID – 19 Funds”.
In line with the theme for the African
Union, Uganda, is commemorating the
day under the theme: Escalating the War
on Corruption in Africa: Focus on COVID
19 funds.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic started,
media has been awash with news of
corruption, theft, and mismanagement
of funds as governments responded
to the pandemic. These were related
lack of adherence to transparency
and accountability measures in the
procurement processes of COVID-19
supplies and other reliefs such as safety
nets and cash transfers.

Management of COVID
19 funds: Case of Uganda
The Government of Uganda is estimated
to have spent UGX.4.36 Trillion towards
interventions for the management of
Covid-19 pandemic in the FY 2019/2020,
according to the Auditor General’s report
for the Financial Year. The funds were
raised from loans, donations and grants.
The Auditor General’s report further
reveals that there was suspected
ﬁnancial indiscipline in the utilisation of
UGX. 311 billion disbursed to Ministries,
Departments, Agencies (MDAs) and
districts for Covid-19 interventions.
The IG received and handled more than 41
COVID related cases, some of which have
ended in convictions, recoveries, arrests
and others are still ongoing.
According to a report from State House
Anti-Corruption Unit (SHACU) 2018-2021
UGX. 8.65bn was saved from the inﬂated
COVID-19 Government relief food prices by
Ofﬁce of the Prime Minister in 2020.
The IG calls upon all Ugandans and indeed
all Africans to take ownership of the war to
eliminate corruption.

