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INTERNATIONAL ANTI CORRUPTION DAY 

IBANDA DISTRICT 

Friday 9th Dec 2022 

 Hon. Norbert Mao, Minister of Justice & Constitutional Affairs who is our Guest of Honour 

representing H.E. the President of Uganda on this occasion 

 Hon. Rose Lily Akello, Minister of State for Ethics and Integrity 

 Hon Victoria Rusoke, Minister of State for Local Government 

 Hon. Members of Parliament present 

 Colleagues Heads of Anti-cor ruption Agencies  

 The Deputy IGG 

 The RDC of Ibanda District 

 The Chairman & Honourable Councilors of Ibanda District Council and all lower Councils of Ibanda 

District 

 The DPC, DISO and all heads of Government Agencies in Ibanda District 

 Religious and Cultural leaders 

 Heads and members of Civil Society Organizations present 

 The Director for Research, Education & Advocacy at the IG and your entire team that organized this 

event 

 All guests who have honoured our invitation to be here today 
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Preamble 

First, I thank you all for honouring our invitation to attend this function and in a special way I welcome and 

thank our Guest of Honour, Hon. Norbert Mao, the Minister for Justice and Constitutional Affairs who is 

representing H.E. the President at this event. 

I thank Ibanda District leadership through the Chairperson and Members of Parliament for hosting this event 

and for supporting the organizing team from Kampala in organizing this event. 

I thank civil society and the vigilant public, particularly whistleblowers all over the country for their vigilance 

and courage when they decide to report acts of corruption and to provide evidence for prosecution or 

sanctioning. 

Finally, I thank H.E. the President of Uganda, Cabinet, the Rt. Hon. Speaker of Parliament and Parliament, His 

Lordship the Chief Justice and the Judiciary in general for their goodwill and support towards the work of the 

IGG and all anti-corruption agencies in general. 

Hon. Chief Guest, this event has been organized by all Government anti corruption agencies namely: 

 Inspectorate of Government 

 Office of the Auditor General (OAG) 

 Procurement and Disposal of Public Assets (PPDA) 

 State House Anti-corruption Unit (SHACU) 

 Uganda Police (CID) 

 Internal Security Organisation (ISO) 

 Directorate of Public Prosecution (DPP) 

 Directorate of Ethics and Integrity 

 The National Organization Committee (NOC) & Ibanda District have provided invaluable support, 

we are grateful to them 

 

International Anti-corruption Day 

The functions of the IG are prescribed in Article 225 of the Constitution of Uganda and Section 8 of IG Act 

and please bear with me because I am going to read them verbatim: 

i) To promote and foster strict adherence to the rule of law and principles of natural justice in 

administration  

ii) To promote fair, efficient and good governance in public offices 

iii) Supervise the enforcement of the Leadership Code of Conduct 

iv) To stimulate public awareness about the values of constitutionalism in general and the activities 

of its office 

v) To investigate any act, omission, advice, decision or recommendation by a public officer or any 

other authority to which this article applies, taken, made, given or done in exercise of 

administrative function 

vi) To eliminate and foster the elimination of corruption, abuse of authority and public office 
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Listeners, please notice that while the functions of the IG are enumerated in a total of 107 words, the word 

“corruption” appears only once, yet the general perception seems to be that the only job of the IG is to fight 

corruption. If we went about our job systematically and started by function No. 1 which is to foster and 

promote strict adherence to the rule of law, there would be minimal corruption because corruption is an 

outcome or a product of non-adherence to laws, rules and regulations. Corruption happens at the tail end of 

a process that begins by violation of laws, rules and regulations.   

Therefore, the logical conclusion from this analysis that in our national effort to fight corruption, we have 

confronted it from the tail end, when corruption has already happened instead of from the front before it 

happens – something like a postmortem on a dead body. 

  

The framers of the Constitution of Uganda were very wise when they listed fostering and promoting strict 

adherence to the rule of law and principles of natural justice as IG function no.1 and a pre-requisite to fighting 

corruption – but because we waited for corruption to happen before we fight it, it grew to the current 

pandemic levels. 

 

Hon. Guest of Honour and guests, it is always wise to go back to the drawing board to determine where one 

went wrong if they do not achieve desired results. And so the IG went back to the drawing board and  have 

decided to re-strategize and confront corruption from the front as foreseen by the framers of the 1995 

Constitution of Uganda instead of confronting it from the rear. 

 

Hon. Guest of honour, the IG will continue to fight corruption in the conventional way of investigations, 

prosecutions, asset recovery etc but we have devised a new war strategy of engaging the public through 

education, sensitization and mobilization which is in tandem with the constitution. The war against 

corruption is too important to be left to activists, technocrats and politicians because most of them are only 

paid mercenaries, to fight corruption, but many of them are also perpetrators and practitioners of corruption.  

 

Hon. Chief Guest, for too long, the war on corruption has been fought in air-conditioned boardrooms, 5-star 

hotels, Business Class air-tickets and European cities – no wonder it is not going away because it is an elitist, 

not a people-driven war 

The masses on the other hand are the victims of corruption, they are the ones who know the real pain of 

corruption when there is no medicine in hospitals or scholastic material for their children, when they suffer 

the cost of bad roads, when they can’t get jobs or access cheap capital to do business. 

Our new strategy therefore is to take the war to the people hence this years’ International Anti-corruption 

Day Theme “Citizen’s must own the war to eliminate corruption from Uganda – it is their war” 

 

It is also the reason that we decided to take the event out of Kampala. Ibanda District was selected because 

during an evaluation exercise conducted by OPM, Ibanda was ranked top district is quality of service delivery.  

 

Building from there, we plan mobilize Ugandans to be watchdogs, to recognize corruption through 

unexplained acquisition of wealth by public officers, to take interest in annual budgets of their local 

governments, to take interest in releases of funds from MFP&ED for specified activity to their local 

government, ensure that the said activity are delivered, ensure value for money deliveries, but most 
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important to report any suspicious activity to the IG or any of the anti-corruption agencies as the case may 

require. 

 

Launching of The Whistleblower Program 

 

Last year, during commemoration of the IACD, H.E. the President launched the Lifestyle Audit Campaign 

through which we shall be requiring public officers who seem to have amassed wealth that is not 

commensurate with their known sources of income to explain their source of investment capital. After the 

launch, we embarked on the task to constructing a legal framework in which to operate te Lifestyle audit. It 

will be ready in a few months and then we’ll role it out. 

 

The Lifestyle Audit campaign will depend very much on the people giving us information about who owns 

what, how they got it and generally giving us evidence – through the Whistleblower Program. A 

whistleblower is anybody who in confidence gives out information that is held in secret but can lead to 

investigation and possible prosecution of public officers who abuse their power or offices leading to 

corruption. A whistleblower is protected by the Whistleblowers’ Act. If the whistleblowers’ information leads 

to recovery of stolen funds, s/he is entitled to 5% of recovered money. 

This year, in order to support the Lifestyle Audit campaign which will soon be rolled out - and other anti-

corruption efforts by the public, we shall request you Guest of Honour to Launch the Whistleblowers’ 

Program and we shall recognize a whistleblower who lead to the recovery of UGX 8.7B from employees in 

MAAIF. 

 

Appreciation 

 

I wish to appreciate all institutions and individuals that have stood with us this year to record the following 

achievements 

 Recovered UGX 30B 

 Investigating cases worth IGX 500B 

 Caused the interdiction of about 50 public servants 

 Prosecuted 86 cases and secured 34 convictions 

 Halted procurement, recruitment and other activities in government institutions that would have 

led to loss of public funds 

 Stepped up engagement with the public through barazas and out reach programs – eg. IRCU, ULGA, 

KCCA, District Speakers etc 

Conclusion 

2023 is going to be a year of increased activity especially through the lifestyle audits, we call upon all the 

people of Uganda to be each one’s “brothers’ keeper” and to join the war against corruption.  

Thank you for your attention 


